
Greetings! 
 
We are in the final stages of our preparations for Blended Learning at WHS starting next Monday, October 5, 
as well as fully Face-to-Face learning beginning on Monday, October 12. The purpose of this communication is 
to share with you reminders about Blended Learning, as well as options that are available to families who have 
reservations about sending their student back to WHS.  
 
Blended Learning (Effective October 5) 
Students have been divided into two cohorts (cohorts A and B) based on the last name of each student. 
Cohorts were established consistently districtwide to keep families with students in multiple buildings on the 
same daily schedule. Families with students with different last names will follow the schedule of the oldest 
sibling to ensure families are on the same schedule. We also worked with families on requests to switch 
cohorts and that information has been shared directly with families affected.  
 
As a reminder, students from each cohort will attend school face-to-face two days per week and attend virtually 
the other three days as follows: 
 

Cohort/Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

A Face-to-Face Face-to-Face Virtual  
(synchronous) 

Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

B Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

Virtual 
(synchronous) 

Face-to-Face Face-to-Face 

 
The decision to make learning synchronous or asynchronous will be made by the classroom teacher and 
communicated with students and parents.  
 
Full Time Face-to-Face Instruction (Effective October 12) 
The same safety protocols and procedures that were implemented with Blended Learning will continue to 
apply. If you choose the Virtual Plus option, you may continue this option when we return to Face To Face 
instruction. 
 
Other Options 
eCampus 
We recognize that there may be those of you who are uncomfortable sending your student back to WHS due to 
ongoing issues surrounding COVID-19. To date, the preferred option that has been communicated is 
eCampus. eCampus is generally more asynchronous than other online/virtual settings, with any real-time 
learning occurring in smaller groups or individually.  eCampus is designed to meet each student where they 
are at. The content is readily available at all times and not distributed at fixed intervals. In addition, the curricula 
aligns to the same overarching standards that our brick and mortar courses align to. Courses are taught by 
WUSD Faculty, but not necessarily the same teacher that your student currently has for a course. Depending 
on the student, this may or may not matter. 
 
You can set up a meeting with our eCampus team to learn more by filling out this form. By filling out the form, 
you are not committing to this choice, simply letting them know that you would like to be contacted to learn 
more.General information about the eCampus Charter School is available at 
https://ecampusacademy.org/#learn-more 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdX3xSP4U-PeTOPaTX-1esw9ma45XscQKy7gXqFt_qayiaF-g/viewform
https://ecampusacademy.org/#learn-more
https://ecampusacademy.org/#learn-more


Virtual Plus 
Despite the tremendous programming opportunity and flexibility that eCampus provides, there may be 
reluctance to switch schools due to the uncertain future of education delivery models during a pandemic. It is 
indeed likely that we will have to switch between virtual, blended, and fully face-to-face formats from time to 
time throughout the year. Switching to eCampus may not seem as advantageous if the possibility exists that 
we may revert back to fully virtual, especially in the midst of a grading period. This is where Virtual Plus may 
be appealing.  
 
Students who wish to remain at home and continue to be part of their existing classes can do so with this 
option. Students will remain in their current classes and follow the WHS Bell Schedule. Instead of attending on 
Face-to-Face days, students will participate virtually in either a synchronous or asynchronous manner as 
determined by the classroom teacher. A sample schedule is as follows: 
 

Cohort/Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

A Face-to-Face 
Virtual 

(asynchronous or 
synchronous) 

Face-to-Face 
Virtual 

(asynchronous or 
synchronous) 

Virtual 
(synchronous) 

Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

B Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

Virtual 
(asynchronous or 

synchronous) 

Virtual 
(synchronous) 

Face-to-Face 
Virtual 

(asynchronous or 
synchronous) 

Face-to-Face 
Virtual 

(asynchronous or 
synchronous) 

 
Students may have the opportunity to stream in live (synchronously) to courses in a manner similar to how 
virtual learning is currently being conducted (ie. Zoom, Google Meets, etc.). Staff will not be expected to 
remain in front of their laptop for the duration of the class; instead they will be attending to the needs of 
students who are physically in the room. Students at home will therefore be able to see and hear portions of 
the lesson (ie. what is on the board, etc.) prior to engaging in assignments, activities, and other asynchronous 
work. There may be some classes where synchronous learning in a streamed format is not possible or 
unrealistic. These decisions will be made by individual teachers and communicated to students on or before 
Friday, October 2nd. In these instances, students will be provided with alternate asynchronous learning options 
via Schools PLP, Canvas or Google Classroom. Please be sure to follow up with your student about the 
platform their teachers will be using. 
 
Virtual Plus provides an alternative to blended/face-to-face and eCampus options. In addition, this model 
allows students to seamlessly shift between Blended, Face-to-Face and Virtual platforms by remaining with 
their current classes and teachers. If you are interested in your student remaining at home during Blended 
Learning and pursuing this Virtual Plus option, please communicate this choice with the appropriate Associate 
Principal.  
 
Josh Kerr (Last Names A-L)   kerrj@watertown.k12.wi.us  (920) 262-7500 x6805 
Jessica Scherer (Last Names M-Z)  schererj@watertown.k12.wi.us   (920) 262-7500 x6804 
 
A list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) can be found on the pages that follow. If you have any additional 
questions, please feel free to contact us. We look forward to having students back in the building in a safe 
manner and will continue to work to meet the needs of students and families. 
FAQ’s 

 

mailto:kerrj@watertown.k12.wi.us
mailto:schererj@watertown.k12.wi.us


My student cannot attend due to not passing his symptom checker or being exposed to COVID. Will he get a 
truancy ticket? 

No, absences related to the pandemic will be coded in a way that excuses them. You will not be 
penalized for keeping your student home as is requested/required at this time. You will have the 
opportunity to access learning in the same or similar way as a student choosing Virtual Plus. 

 
What if my student has chosen Blended and is ill/quarantined/attending a college visit? 

Just as if your student was absent for an excused reason, the teacher will provide materials the 
student missed to make up for the time absent.  

 
Can my student attend Virtual Plus intermittently? 

No. If you choose the Virtual Plus option you are choosing to remain virtual for the duration of 
Blended Instruction. The Virtual Plus option is meant to be a choice made based on concern for 
personal safety and attending school intermittently is inconsistent with this choice. 

 
If my student chooses the Virtual Plus option, will all of their classes be live synchronous sessions? 

No.  Live synchronous sessions will be appropriate for some classes but not appropriate for 
others based upon teacher discretion.  Students choosing the Virtual Plus option should 
anticipate not all of their classes will be synchronous and may include alternative assignments. 

 
If my student chooses virtual plus, can a teacher ask them to log in during a synchronous session on a day 
they are not scheduled to attend face-to-face? 

Yes. A teacher can ask students in Cohort A or B to attend synchronous sessions every day of 
the week.  

 
Can a teacher require a student to attend on a day they are not scheduled for synchronous learning?  
Ex:  If in my class I am running a lab on Monday can I ask all students who are not present (those absent from 
cohort A and cohort B) to attend synchronously?  

Yes. A teacher can decide for all cohorts to attend (f2f or virtually) every day of the week 
synchronously.  Students who are absent from their synchronous session without an excuse will 
be considered truant. 

 
What, if any, consequences exist for a student who does not attend synchronous virtual learning? 

Truancy procedures will be followed. Students who do not attend will also miss instruction. 
 

When will teachers communicate their plan for Virtual Plus students to their students/families?  
Students will receive a communication from each teacher by Friday, October 2nd. 

 
Can teachers still ask students who opt for the Virtual Plus option to come into the building to take summative 
assessments? 

No, students who attend Virtual Plus cannot be required to enter the building. This can be 
requested by a teacher and accommodations made for a student entering the building; however, 
it cannot be required. 


